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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3, 9-13, 19-23, 29, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Nakamura. 

Re claim 1, Nakamura discloses a method comprising: 

• determining a processor state of a processor (column 2, line 45-54) upon 
expiration of a system management interrupt (SMI) timer (column 8, lines 
52-55), the processor state being one of an operational sate (column 6, 
line 1-4) and a low power state (column 6, lines 7-10); 

• loading the SMI timer with a timer value (column 8, lines 23-28) based on 
the processor state, the timer value being one of a first value and a 
second value (FIG. 11C, T1 and T2); and 

• transitioning the processor to one of the operational sate and the low 
power state according to the processor state (FIG. 1 1 B). 

Re claim 2, Nakamura discloses the method wherein loading the SMI timer 
comprises: 

• loading the SMI timer with first value (column 17, line 67, column 18, lines 
1-6, and FIG. 11C, T2) if the processor state is the operational state (FIG. 
11B); and 
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• loading the SMI timer with the second value (column 18, lines 18-30 and 
FIG. 1 1 C, T1 ) if the processor sate is the low power state (FIG. 1 1 B). 

Re claim 3, Nakamura discloses the method wherein transitioning comprises: 

• transitioning the processor to the operational state if the processor state is 
the low power state (FIG. 1 1 B); and 

• transitioning the processor to the reduced power state if the processor is 
operational state (FIG. 11B). 

Re claim 9, Nakamura discloses the method wherein transitioning the processor 
to the low power state comprises: 

• transitioning the processor to a sleep state (column 6, lines 34-39 and 
FIG. 2). 

Re claim 10, Nakamura discloses the method wherein loading the SMI timer 
comprises: 

• loading the SMI timer in a chipset (column 7, lines 10-13, gate array 
defined as chip in Microsoft Computer Dictionary, Fifth Edition). 

Re claim 11, Nakamura discloses a computer program product (column 6, lines 
62-67) comprising a machine usable medium having computer program code 
embedded therein, the computer program product having: 

• computer readable program code to determine a processor state of a 
processor (column 2, line 45-54) upon expiration of a system management 
interrupt (SMI) timer (column 8, lines 52-55), the processor state being 
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one of an operational state (column 6, line 1-4) and a low power state 
(column 6, lines 7-10); 

• computer readable program code to load the SMI timer with a timer value 
(column 8, lines 23-28) based on the processor state, the timer value 
being one of a first value and a second value (FIG. 1 1C, T1 and T2); and 

• computer readable program code to transition the processor to one of the 
operational state and the low power state according to the processor state 
(FIG. 11B). 

Re claim 12, Nakamura discloses the computer program product wherein the 
computer readable program code to load the SMI timer comprises: 

• computer readable program code to load the SMI timer with the first value 
(column 17, line 67, column 18, lines 1-6, and FIG. 11C, T2) if the 
processor state is the operational state (FIG. 1 1 B); and 

• computer readable program code to load the SMI timer with the second 
value (column 18, lines 18-30 and FIG. 11C, T1) if the processor state is 
the low power state (FIG. 1 1B). 

Re claim 13, Nakamura discloses the computer program product wherein the 
computer readable program code to transition comprises: 

• computer readable program code to transition the processor to the 
operational state if the processor state is the low power state (FIG. 1 1 B); 
and 
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• computer readable program code to transition the processor to the 
reduced power state if the processor state is the operational state (FIG. 
11B). 

Re claim 19, Nakamura discloses the computer program product wherein the 
computer readable program code to transition the processor to the low power state 
comprises a sleep state (column 6, lines 34-39 and FIG. 2). 

Re claim 20, Nakamura discloses the computer program product wherein the 
computer readable program code to load the SMI timer comprises: 

• computer readable program code to load the SMI timer in a chipset 
(column 7, lines 10-13, gate array defined as chip in Microsoft Computer 
Dictionary, Fifth Edition). 

Re claim 21, Nakamura discloses a computer system comprising: 

• a processor (FIG. 1,11); 

• a memory coupled to the processor (FIG. 1) to store the throttling emulator 
(column 7, lines 28-32, column 7, lines 38-42), the throttling emulator, 
when executed, causing the processor to: 

■ determine a processor state of the processor (column 2, line 45-54) 
upon expiration of a system management interrupt (SMI) timer 
(column 8, lines 52-55), the processor sate being one of an 
operational state (column 6, line 1-4) and a low power state 
(column 6, lines 7-10); 
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■ load the SMI timer with a timer value based on the processor state, 
the timer value being one of a first value and a second value (FIG. 
11C, T1 and T2); and 

■ transition the processor to one the operational state and the low 
power state according to the processor state (FIG. 1 1 B). 

Re claim 22, Nakamura discloses the system wherein the throttling emulator 
causing the processor to load causes the processor to: 

• load the SMI timer with the first value (column 17, line 67, column 18, lines 
1-6, and FIG. 1 1C, T2) if the processor state is the operational state (FIG. 
11B);and 

• load the SMI timer with the second value (column 18, lines 18-30 and FIG. 
1 1 C, T1 ) if the processor sate is the low power state (FIG. 1 1 B). 

Re claim 23, Nakamura discloses the system wherein the throttling emulator 
causing the processor to transition causes the processor to: 

• transition the processor to the operational state if the processor state is 
the low power state (FIG. 1 1 B); and 

• transition the processor to the reduced power state if the processor state 
is the operational state (FIG. 1 1B). 

Re claim 29, Nakamura discloses the system wherein the throttling emulator 
causing the processor to: 

• transition the processor to the low power state causes the processor to 
transition to a sleep state (column 6, lines 34-39 and FIG. 2). 
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Re claim 30, Nakamura discloses the system wherein the throttling emulator 
causing the processor to load the SMI timer causes the processor to: 

• load the SMI timer in a chipset (column 7, lines 10-13, gate array defined 
as chip in Microsoft Computer Dictionary, Fifth Edition). 

Claim Objections 

Claims 4-8, 14-18, and 24-28 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Re claims 4, 14, and 24, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest "disabling the 
SMI timer if throttling is disabled; and enabling the SMI timer is throttling is enabled". 

Re claims 5, 15, and 25, the prior art fails to disclose or suggest "updating the 
throttling state if the access is a write; and returning the throttling state if the access is a 
read". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Stoynov whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4236. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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